
SPECIAL OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 19 AUGUST 2019

Present: Councillors John Kane, in the Chair; Felicity Wilson, Jeanette Forster, Jeffrey Hailes, 
Linda Jones-Bulman, Sam Meteer, Sam Pollen, Andy Pratt and Eileen Weir.

Officers: Pat Graham (Chief Executive), Clinton Boyce (Solicitor), Stephanie Shaw (Electoral 
and Democratic Services Manager), James Young (Scrutiny Officer), Nick Hayhurst (Planning 
and Place Manager), Clive Willoughby (Democratic Services Officer) and Leila Cox 
(Communications Officer).

Also Present: Councillors David Moore, Peter Tyson, Gwynneth Everett, Jackie Bowman, Doug 
Wilson, Graham Calvin and Russell Studholme.

OSC 19/13 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Gemma Dinsdale.

OSC 19/14 Declarations of Interests in Agenda Items: 

There were no Declarations of Interest made at this meeting.

OSC 19/15 Constitution Changes - Planning 

At the request of Council at the meeting held on 25 June 2019, Committee considered the 
proposed changes to the Planning section of the Council’s Constitution.

The Planning and Place Manager provided details of each proposed change, the reason for 
each and the issues the changes raised.

A full and thorough question and answer session followed with questions from both OSC 
members and non-OSC members.

Each proposed change was considered as follows:

 Scheme of Delegation
1. The removal of the requirement for all schemes that fall within the definition 

of major development to be automatically reported to the Panel for 
determination. Major planning applications are defined in planning legislation 
as any housing scheme that comprises 10 or more units or covers more than 
0.5 hectares of land and on any other non-residential scheme proposals that 
would result in the creation of more than 1000 square metres of floor space or 
cover an area of more than 1 hectare.

RESOLVED- to recommend approval to Council, provided the Ward Councillor 
or Town/Parish Council could still call it in.

2. The inclusion of delegated powers to allow Stop Notices, Temporary Stop 
Notices and Notices under Section 215 of the Town and Country Planning Act 



to be issued by the Planning Development Manager/Solicitor without 
reference to the Planning Panel.

RESOLVED- to recommend approval to Council
 

 Minded to Decisions
At the meeting following a ‘minded to’ decision, the Planning Development Manager 
(or representative) will present an Addendum report covering any further 
information/update and advising Members on the material planning considerations 
relevant to the case. The only further representations that will be permitted at the 
following meeting from those who spoke at the earlier meeting will be restricted to 
the reasons put forward by the Members or the contents of the Planning 
Development Managers Addendum report.  Each speaker will be only be allocated 
three minutes to make their representations. The applicant or their agent will be 
given the opportunity to respond. 

Members who were not present at the original meeting when the ‘minded to’ 
decision was made, will not be permitted to take part in the discussion and voting in 
the following meeting where the application is determined, unless that Member has 
listened to a recording and/or read a full transcript of the original meeting and has 
signed a declaration to the effect that they are in possession of the full evidence 
relevant to the case.  

RESOLVED- to recommend approval to Council

 Public Speaking Procedure
1. The introduction of a maximum limit of five speakers in support or five 

speakers in opposition to any planning application. Spaces will be allocated on 
a first come first served basis although speakers will be encouraged to work 
collaboratively.

2. The restriction of the opportunity to speak to one meeting only to prevent 
repetition.

3. A requirement for any information that a speaker wishes to circulate to the 
Planning Panel such as photographs or written statement to be submitted six 
working days prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED- to recommend approval to Council, subject to the removal of the 
restriction on the number of speakers.

 Members’ Site Visits
1. If a site visit is recommended by the officer’s report the following people shall 

be invited to attend:- 
a. The Council’s Planning Officers
b. Members of the Planning Panel 
c. Technical Officers of Statutory bodies, giving technical evidence where 

necessary e.g. Highways officer.
 



2. No other person shall be in attendance at the site visit. This includes Parish 
Councillors, Ward Councillors, and County Councillors. Should the Parish/Town 
Council require a site visit in order to inform their comments on any particular 
planning application that is to be the subject of a Members site visit then a separate 
site visit can be facilitated by the Planning Development Manager (or representative) 
with prior notice.

RESOLVED- to recommend to Council that there be no change to the current 
arrangements.

3. Members’ attendance at a site visit is to be in line with the procedure set out in 
the Protocol for Planning Panel Members.

RESOLVED- that this be looked at within the Planning Protocol by a Task and Finish 
Group, before a recommendation to Council is made.

 Members’ Protocol
Introduction of a new protocol for Members of the Planning Panel which sets out 
requirements relating to attendance, training, expectations, decision making, 
communication and declarations of interest.

RESOLVED- that this be looked at by a Task and Finish Group, before a 
recommendation to Council is made.

The Meeting closed at 4.05 pm 

Chair


